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Abstract

Each Thesis Project must include a one-to-two paragraph abstract. This is a thumbnail overview of the Project. For a traditional academic thesis project, it should typically include a statement of the problem, a brief description of the methodology used and the argument advanced, the nature of the proof or evidence, and the conclusion.

For a project in the Creative category, the abstract should typically include a statement of the concept, the context of the work, a word or two about the medium/processes used in the project’s creation, and the conclusion. It should be single spaced.

Executive Summary
Required for all projects, including those that also include a Critical Statement. This is A 2-4 page (double-spaced) summary of your project written for a non-expert audience. Your Summary should be clear and concise, with all technical terms well defined for the reader. Any educated person should be able to read it and gain a solid understanding of the project’s aims and scope. It’s ok if there is some overlap between the Summary and your Abstract. Some of this material might also be included in an introductory chapter; that’s fine. The summary should include:
1. a description of the project;
2. a brief, non-technical discussion of the methods used, and the argument advanced;
3. a discussion of the project’s significance.
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Advice to Future Honors Students (Optional)

In this section, you give any practical hints or directions that you think other Honors students in your field would find particularly helpful as they create their own Honors Thesis Projects. Many future students will find this useful, and we share them frequently (anonymously).

Chapter 1

Introduction


Because Honors Thesis projects come in all disciplines, there is no strict page requirement for your writing.  Generally it should follow the conventions of your discipline.  Your faculty advisor will have the expertise to advise if you need guidance here.  It should not exceed 100 pages. If you find yourself going over that limit, ask your Advisor to help you edit it down to within 100 pages. 
Works Cited
You should use whatever style of documentation is appropriate for the discipline in which you are writing. The Thesis Project Advisor can recommend the correct style to follow. Reference copies of the standard documentation style guides — the MLA Handbook and the Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association — are available on the Bird Library Research Guide Citation Support Web page.
Appendices (Optional)
Any tables, graphs, illustrations, or other material relevant to the project should be included as appendices, consistent with the conventions of the discipline.
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